
MEMORANDUM FOR:

THROUGH:

FROM;

D irecto r o f C entral In te llig e n c e  :

Deputy D irector o f C entral In te l i ig e  
Deputy D irector fo r A dm inistration

Special A ssis tan t to  
fo r  A dm inistration

the Depury D irec to r

SUBJECT: WKULTRA N o tifica tio n  o f  Unwitting Subjects - 
F inal Report

1. Action Requested: Your s ig n a tu re  on the  a ttach ed  l e t t e r s  to
.Senator Bayh, Senator Kennedy, S ecre tary  C alifano , A ttorney General B e ll, 
and F t .  P eter Eensinger is  requested.

\

> 2. Background:. In response to your request to the  A ttorney General
in  January, F t. P eter Bensinger, Admin i s t r a to r  of. the  Drug Enforcement 
A dm inistra tion , loaned us an o f f ic e r ,  to  help us w ith
the  'in v e s tig a tio n  o f  the safehouse p a r t  o f  the  MKULTRA program. 
has been availab le  as needed, v i r tu a l ly  f u l l  tim e , since th e  middle o f 
February. Toe a t tached l e t t e rs  to  Judge B ell and F t. Bensinger express 
ap p rec ia tio n  fo r se rv ices and fo r  the  cooperation  and a ss is ta n ce
given by many o f f ic e rs  o f the DEA f ie ld  o f f ic e  in  San F rancisco .

In January you also  asked S ecre tary  Califano fo r  a ss is ta n c e  in  
analyzing  the drugs used. In response to  th a t  request we worked d ir e c t ly  
w ith  people a t NIH who provided us w ith an an a ly sis  in  e a r ly  May. The 
a ttach ed  l e t t e r  to  S ecretary  Califano expresses ap p rec ia tio n  fo r a ss is tan ce  
given by h is Department.  ̂ . ‘

The l e t t e r s  to Senators Bayh and Kennedy tran sm it a memorandum 
fo r  th e  record intended to serve as the f in a l  rep o rt o f our e f fo r t  to 
id e n t i fy ,  f in d , and n o tify  persons who were unw itting  su b jec ts  o f drug 
re sea rch  conducted under the FKULTRA program. The l e t t e r s  to the  Senators 
include a summary o f  the r e s u lts  o f  our in v e s tig a tio n . I t  would be 
redundant to  summarize them fu r th e r  here.

5. Recommendation: Your sig n a tu re  on the a ttached  l e t t e r s  is  requested .



The Oirrctor

VV^hin^on. 0. C 20505

6 JUL 1979

The Honorable Birch Bayn.
Chairman, S elec t Committee on 

In te llig e n c e  
U nited S ta tes Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20S10

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On 10 May 1979, I sent to you the f in a l  rep o rt o f  our e f f o r t  to  
id e n t i fy  persons who might have su ffe red  harmful long-term  a f te re f fe c ts  
from having been su b jec ts , w ithout th e i r  knowledge o r consen t, o f  drug 
re sea rch  conducted many years ago a t  p riv a te  i n s t i t u t io n s . I  am pleased  
now to  submit to you the f in a l  rep o rt o f  cur in v e s tig a tio n  o f the safehouse 
p a r t  o f  the MICULTRA drug research  program conducted in  New York C ity and 
San -'Francisco.

; f  -3

A fte r long and exhaustive search , we have lo ca ted  and n o tif ie d  two 
people mentioned in  the  d ia r ie s  o f  George H. White as having been unw itting 
su b je c ts  o f LSD experim entation in  the e a rly  1950 's. The f i r s t  o f  these 
su b je c ts  does not believe th a t  she was ever given a dose o f  LSD; she has 
no re c o lle c tio n  o f any unusual o r abnormal reac tio n  or behavior on the 
da te  c ite d  in  the White d ia ry , o r a t  any o ther tim e. The second su b jec t, 
a f t e r  being informed th a t  an en try  in  W hite's d ia ry  im plied-she might have 
been given LSD su rre p ti t io u s ly  re c a lle d  v iv id ly  what had been fo r  her a 
te r r i f y in g  experience. She expressed g ra titu d e  fo r  having been informed 
and was re liev ed  to have an explanation fo r  the p rev iously  unexplained, 
most h o rrify in g  experience o f  her - l ife . She bears no’anim osity o r i l l  w ill  
toward any in s t i tu t io n  o f-th e  Government but does no t f e e l  k indly  toward 
George White. •o

The second sub jec t has been under the care o f a physic ian  in  recen t 
months for treatm ent o f  a malady o f unknown o r ig in . She plans to inform 
her physician o f the LSD in c id en t, which occurred in  1952, and seek h is 
assessment o f  any possib le  connection between th a t in c id en t and her cu rren t 
i l l n e s s .  W'e have been informed by the Department o f  H ealth , Education, 
and Welfare th a t ,  "the drugs used in  CIA stud ies are  not known to cause 
l a t e ,  delayed e ffe c ts  ( e .g . ,  cancer) in  the absence o f long-term  exposure," 
and "there  is  no proof o f long term physical e ffe c ts  from LSD." N evertheless, 
the sub ject w ill  explore avenues o f recourse av a ilab le  to her and the 
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  an a c tio n 'a g a in s t the Government cannot now be ru led  out.



George Y/hite apparen tly  adrriinistered LSD cn s ix ,  and p o ss ib ly  seven, 
occasions to  f r ie n d s  o r acouaintances whom'he was e n te r ta in in g  as p erso n a l 
g u e s ts . We have lo ca ted  and n o t if ie d  two o f  then b u t have been unsuccessfu l 
i n  id e n tify in g  or find ing  the  o th ers . ' We have an in q u iry  ou tstand ing  w ith 
th e  S o c ia l S ecu rity  A dm inistration. I f  th e  SSA fin d s  i t  to  be w ith in  th e i r  
a u th o r i ty  to  help u s , we nay f in d  an in d iv id u a l who apparen tly  was no t 
h im se lf  a  su b je c t, bu t who was p resen t when another person  was given LSD.
He may o r  may. no t be able to  help us id e n t i fy  the  person suspected  to  have 
been th e  su b jec t o f an LSD t e s t .  We w i l l  pursue t h i s  c ase , as we have the  
o th e r s ,  u n t i l  a l l  avenues of in q u iry  have been exhausted.

Apart from th e  s ix  or seven in c id en ts  where George White apparen tly  
adm in istered  LSD to  h is  guests , we have lea rn ed  o f only one o th e r in c id e n t 
where LSD was adm inistered to  an unw itting  su b je c t. In th is  case , a  sm all 
dose o f  LSD was s u r re p ti t io u s ly  in troduced  in to  a c o c k ta i l  consumed by a 
h c s te s s /e n te r ta in e r  a t  a b a r in  San F rancisco . A follcw -up v i s i t  se v e ra l 
days a f t e r  th e 'in c id e n t  d isc lo sed  no apparent harm ful a f te r e f f e c ts .  We have 
lea rn ed  th a t  the  su b jec t d ied o f cancer a b o u t'1963, f iv e  years a f t e r  th e  
in c id e n t. Persons who knew o f th is  in c id e n t know o f  no o th e rs  s im ila r  to  i t .

While we are unable to  prove p o s i t iv e ly  th a t  th e re  were no o th e r  cases , 
the in fo rm ation  we have developed in  th e  course o f th e  in v e s tig a tio n  suggests 
s tro n g ly , i f  no t conclusively , th a t  i f  th e re  were o th e rs  they  would have 
been few in  number. In  any e v e n t ,;I  have concluded th a t  we have explored 
every avenue of research  and in v e s tig a tio n  a v a ila b le  to  us 2nd made every 
reasonab le  e f f o r t  to  id e n tify  and f in d  persons who were unw itting  su b je c ts  
o f  drug te s t in g  under the  MKULTRA program. I re g re t  th a t  we have found only 
two o f  them, but I  am re liev ed  to  have th e  reasonable assurance th a t  th e re  
were s ig n if ic a n t ly  fewer than o r ig in a lly  fea red .

A memorandum fo r  the reco rd  in tended  to  serve as our f in a l  re p o r t  i s  
enclosed  fo r  your inform ation.

Yours s in c e re ly .

/ a /  StanaZ i e l d  Turner

STANSFIELD TURNER

Enclosure ..

D is tr ib u tio n :
Orig - Addressee w /encl. 

1 - DCI w/encl .- • —
1 - DECI w/encl.
1 - ER w /e n c l..
1 - GC w /encl.
1 - LC w/encl.
1 - PA w/encl.
1 - DDA w/encl.



Washington. 0. C 2C50S

6 JUL 1979

The Honorable Edward M. Kenned/
Chairman, Subcommittee on Health and 

S c ie n t i f ic  Research 
Committee on Human Resources 
United S ta te s  Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

^On 10 May 1979, I sent to you the  f in a l  re p o rt o f  our e f fo r t  to 
id e n tify  persons who might have su ffe red  harmful long-term  a f te re f fe c ts  
from ,having been sub jec ts w ithout th e i r  knowledge o r  consent, of drug 
resea rch  conducted many years ago a t  p r iv a te  in s t i tu t io n s .  I am pleased 
now to  submit to  you the f in a l  repo rt o f our in v e s tig a tio n  o f the safehouse 
p a r t  o f  the MKULTRA. drug research  program conducted in  New York City and 

.^San F rancisco .

A fte r  long and exhaustive search , we have lo ca ted  and n o tif ie d  two 
people mentioned in  the d ia r ie s  o f  George H. White as having been unw itting 
su b jec ts  o f  LSD experim entation, in  th e  e a r ly  1950 's . The f i r s t  o f  these 
su b jec ts  does not be lieve  th a t She was ever given a dose o f LSD; she has 
no re c o lle c tio n  o f  any unusual or abnormal re a c tio n  o r behavior on the 
date  c i te d  in  the White d ia ry , or a t  any o th e r tim e. The second su b je c t, 
a f te r  being informed th a t an entry  in  W hite's d ia ry  im plied she might have 
been given LSD su rre p ti t io u s ly , re c a lle d  v iv id ly  what had been fo r her a 
te r r i fy in g  experience. She expressed g ra ti tu d e  fo r  having been informed 
and was re liev e d  to  have an explanation for. the p rev io u sly  unexplained, 
most h o rrify in g  experience o f-her l i f e .  She bears no anim osity or i l l  w ill  
toward any in s t i tu t io n  o f the Government bu t dees no t fe e l kindly toward 
George White.

The second sub jec t has been under the  care  o f  a physician in  recen t 
months fo r trea tm en t o f a malady o f unknown, o r ig in . She plans to inform 
her physic ian  o f  the  LSD in c id en t, which occurred in  1952, and seek h is  
assessment o f  any possib le  connection between th a t  in c id en t and her cu rren t 
i l l n e s s .  We have been informed by the Department o f  H ealth , Education, 
and Welfare th a t ,  "the drugs used in  CIA s tu d ie s  a re  not known to cause 
la te ,  delayed e ffe c ts  ( e .g . ,  cancer) in  the absence o f  long term exposure," 
and " th ere  is  no proof o f long term physica l e f fe c ts  from LSD." N evertheless, 
the su b jec t w il l  explore avenues o f  recourse a v a ila b le  to her and the 
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  an action  against the Government cannot now be ruled ou t.



George White apparently  adm inistered LSD on s ix ,  and p o ss ib ly  seven, 
.o ccasio n s  to  fr ien d s  o r acquaintances whom’he was e n te r ta in in g  as personal 
g u e s ts . We have loca ted  and n o tif ie d  two o f  then b u t have been unsuccessfu l 
in  id e n tify in g  or finding  the o thers. ' We have an in q u iry  ou tstand ing  w ith 
th e  S o c ia l Security  A dm inistration. I f  th e  SSA f in d s  i t  to  be w ith in  t h e i r  
a u th o r i ty  to  help us, we nay find  an in d iv id u a l who apparen tly  was no t 
h im se lf  a su b jec t, bu t who was presen t when another person was given LSD.
He may o r  may not be able  to  help us id e n t i fy  the  person suspected  to  have 
been th e  su b jec t o f an LSD te s t .  We w il l  pursue t h i s  case, as we have the 
o th e r s ,  u n t i l  a l l  avenues of inquiry  have been exhausted.

Apart from the  s ix  or seven in c id en ts  where George White apparently  
adm in istered  LSD to  h is  guests, we have lea rn ed  of only one o th e r  in c id en t 
where LSD was adm inistered to  an unw itting  su b je c t. In th is  case , a sm all 
dose o f  LSD was s u r re p tit io u s ly  in troduced in to  a c o c k ta il  consumed by a 
h o s te ss /e .n te r ta in e r  a t  a bar in  San F rancisco . A follow -up v i s i t  sev e ra l 
days a f t e r  th e 'in c id e n t  d isclosed no apparent harm ful a f te r e f f e c ts .  We have 
le a rn e d  th a t  the  su b jec t died of cancer a b o u t'1963, f iv e  years  a f t e r  the  
in c id e n t .  Persons who knew of th is  in c id e n t know o f  no o th e rs  s im ila r  to i t .

While we are unable to  prove p o s i t iv e ly  th a t  th e re  were no o th er c ase s , 
the  in fo rm ation  we have developed in  the  course o f th e  in v e s tig a tio n  suggests 
s tro n g ly , i f  no t conclusively , th a t i f  th e re  were o th e rs  they  would have 
been few in  number. In  any e v en t,-I  have concluded th a t  we have explored 
every avenue of research  and in v es tig a tio n  a v a ila b le  to  us and mace every 
reasonab le  e f f o r t  to i d e n t i f y  and fin d  persons who were unw itting  su b jec ts  
o f  drug te s t in g  under the  MKULTRA pr&gram. I  r e g re t  th a t  we have found only 
two o f  them, bu t I  am re liev ed  to  have th e  reasonable  assurance th a t  th e re  
were s ig n if ic a n t ly  fewer than o rig in a lly  fea red .

A memorandum f o r  the record in tended to  serve as our f in a l  re p o rt i s  
enc lo sed  fo r your inform ation.

Yours s in c e re ly ,

/a/ Stanef ield Turner
STANSFIELD TURNER

E nclosure

D is tr ib u tio n :
Crig - Addressee w/encl. 

1 - ECI w/encl.
1 - DCCI w/encl.
1 - ER w /e n c l..
1 - GC w/encl.
1 - LC w/encl.
1 - PA w/encl.
1 - DDA w/encl.
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6 JUL 1379

The Honorable Joseph A. Califano 
The S ecre tary  o f H ealth , Education, 

and Welfare 
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Joe:

Thank you fo r  your l e t t e r  o f June IS , 1979, responding to my e a r l i e r  
_ req u e s t fo r a ss is ta n ce  in  determining whether drugs adm inistered as a p a r t  
o f ' th e  research  conducted under the MKULTRA program had the  p o te n tia l  fo r  

'c a u s in g  harmful long-term  a f te r e f f e c ts .  Through th e  very  gracious cooperation  
o f  your s t a f f  we received  early  in  May the ana ly sis  prepared  by the N ational 
I n s t i tu te s  o f  H ealth .

For purposes o f  convenience we tre a te d  the MKULTRA program in  two p a r t s ,  
one" p a r t  dealing w ith  research  conducted a t  p r iv a te  in s t i tu t io n s  and the  
second p a r t  dealing  w ith  the operation  o f safehouses in  New York C ity  and 
San Francisco. A few weeks ago I repo rted  to  Senato r Bavh and Senator 
Kennedy th a t research  conducted a t  p riv a te  in s t i tu t io n s  was conducted in  
a responsib le  manner. Rather c o n s is te n tly , i t  appears th a t  sub jec ts o f  the  
re sea rch  were vo lun teers and th a t the type and amount o f  drugs adm inistered 
and the  duration  and circumstances o f the  a d m in is tra tio n  were not l ik e ly  to  
have caused long-term  a f te r e f f e c ts .  In most cases th e  research  conducted a t  
p r iv a te  in s t i tu t io n s  would have gone forward w ithout support from CIA funds. 
T y p ica lly , research  programs were in i t i a te d  and sponsored by the in s t i tu t io n  
i t s e l f  before supporting funds became a v a ila b le  from ex te rn a l c o n tr ib u tio n s .
In genera l, the research  was conceived, planned, and c a rr ie d  out in  accordance 
w ith  in s t i tu t io n a l  p ro toco l and procedures, w ithout d ire c tio n  or c o n tro l by 
CIA. We found no instance-w here the research  conducted rep resen ted  a 
d ep artu re ’ from p ro fess io n a l and e th ic a l  standards o f  the  tim e. R esults 
were ava ilab le  genera lly  to those in te re s te d , w ith  concealment only o f the 
f a c t  o f  CLA in te r e s t  and support.

Wliile we are s t i l l  awaiting response to  f in a l  avenues o f in q u iry , our 
in v e s tig a tio n  o f th a t  p a rt o f the MKULTRA program d e a lin g  with the safehouses 
i s  now v ir tu a lly  completed. I am sending my f in a l  re p o r t  to Senator Bayh 
and Senator Kennedy today informing them th a t  we lea rn ed  o f seven, and^ 
.possib ly  e ig h t, cases where LSD had been adm in istered  to  ind iv iduals w ithout 
th e i r  knowledge o r consent during the 1950 's , bu t were unable to e s ta b lis h



with, a com fortable degree o f c e rta in ty  th a t  these were the  only cases.
Cne o f  th e  sub jects died of cancer about fiv e  years a f t e r  the in c id en t. 
Two o th e rs  have been found, interview ed, and informed. While th is  cannot 
he counted  as complete success, I nonetheless fe e l a  c e r ta in  sense of 
r e l i e f  from having the reasonable assurance th a t the program apparently  
was much le s s  extensive than o rig in a lly  feared .

Your in te re s t  and w illingness to help in  th is  m atter are  very much 
ap p re c ia te d . We are p a r t ic u la r ly  g ra te fu l to Dr. Seymour Perry  and 
Dr. Anthony Guarino a t  the  N ational In s t i tu te s  o f H ealth who prepared the  
a n a ly s is  o f  the drugs fo r  us.

Yours,

]a'L Stanaf laid Turner

STANSFIELD TURNER

D is tr ib u tio n : 
■Oris -• Califano 

. 1 -  ECI 
c l  - DDCT 

-n * 1 -  ER.
GC - 

1 - LC 
1 - PA.

* 1 - DDA '



T h e  Ci'TT.'O*

Cc::tmi In td ii^ r .c c  ■ -■ ip '-cy
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6 JUL 1979

The Honorable G r if f in  B. B ell 
Aero m e /  General o f  the  United S ta te s  
Department o f J u s t ic e  
Washington, D.C. 20S30

Dear G riffin :

Last January , in  response to my req u est fo r  a s s is ta n c e  in  our e f f o r t  
; to  id e n tify  persons who may have been adm in istered  drugs w ithout th e i r  

.knowledge or consen t as a p a r t  o f th e  MXULTRA program conducted in  safehouses 
in  New York C ity  and San Francisco, you asked th e  A d m in is tra to r o f  th e  Drug 
Enforcement A dm in istra tion to  designate  a re p re s e n ta tiv e  to  work w ith  u s.
Mr. Bens Lager desig n a ted  a- s t a f f  in sp e c to r  assigned  to
the  O ffice  o f In te rn a l  S ecu rity  a t  DEA, and made him a v a ila b le  to  us v i r tu a l ly  
f u l l  time since  e a r ly  February.A *

With the very  ab le  help  o £ and the  g rac io u s cooperation  and
a ss is ta n c e  o f  many people in  DEA, p a r t ic u la r ly  those  in  the  San Francisco 
o f f ic e ,  we have completed our in v e s tig a tio n . I  am sending  my' f in a l  re p o rt 
to Senator Bayh and Senator Kennedy' today inform ing them th a t  we learned  
o f seven, and p o ss ib ly  e ig h t , cases where LSD had been adm in istered  to  
in d iv id u a ls  u n w ittin g ly , bu t were unable to  e s ta b l is h  w ith  a com fortable 
degree o f  c e r ta in ty  th a t  these  were the  only c a se s . One o f  th e  su b jec ts  
d ied  o f  cancer about fiv e  years a f t e r  the  in c id e n t. Two o th e rs  have been 
found and n o t i f ie d .  While th is  cannot be counted as complete success, I 
nonetheless f e e l  a c e r ta in  sense o f  r e l i e f  from having  the  reasonable 
assurance th a t the  program apparen tly  was much le s s  ex ten siv e  than o r ig in a lly

Your in te r e s t  and w illin g n ess  to  help  in  th is  m a tte r  a re  very much 
apprecia ted . I have w ritte n  se p a ra te ly  to  Mr. B ensingsr expressing  to  him 
my a p p rec ia tio n  fo r  a l l  th e  help given by h is  A dm in is tra tion . Again, many 
thanks fo r your cooperation  and a ss is ta n c e .

Yours,

f a /  S t a n s f l a i d  T u rn e r

STANSFIELD' TURN® "

cc: Tiie Honorable P e te r Eensinger



The Dtrccior

\'£shin£cn. D C 20505

06 Ju ly  1979

The Honorable P e ter B. Bensinger 
Adminis t r a to r
Drug Enforcement A dm inistration 
Washington, D.C. 20557

Dear P e te r:

Thank you fo r  making the se rv ices o f av a ilab le  to
us as needed since e a r ly  February to  a s s i s t  in  our search fo r  unw itting 
su b je c ts  o f MKULTRA drug research  conducted during the  ISSO's and 1960's.

serv ices have been in v a lu ab le . We have found him to 
be a h igh ly  competent, dedicated, and p ro fe ss io n a l in v e s tig a to r . I 
’would app recia te  your conveying to him my commendation and apprecia tion  
fo r  a job w ell done.

We a lso  apprecia te  the  fr ie n d ly  cooperation and a ss is tan ce  given 
g rac io u sly  by o th er members o f your s t a f f ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  those in  your 
San Francisco o f f ic e . They have been most accommodating.

I am sending to Senator Bayh and Senator Kennedy today my f in a l  
re p o r t  o f  our search. A copy has been se n t sep ara te ly  to  members o f 
your s t a f f .  I believe you w ill share  my sense o f  r e l i e f  th a t we have 
found the program was much le s s  ex tensive than o r ig in a lly  feared .

Again, your cooperation and a ss is ta n c e  are deeply app recia ted .

Yours,


